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GANDHIJI   WELCOMES   CRITICISM
The following account of an interview with Gandhiji at Sevagram
was issued to the Press, on August 6, 1944, by Dr Syama Prasad Moo-
Jcerjee:
I had a long interview with Mahatmaji yesterday in my individual
capacity and fully explained why I and those who think like me are so
strongly opposing Mr Rajagopalachari's formula from the point of
view of India as a whole. The discussion was full and frank. It is
not necessary for me to publish at this stage the different points of
view expressed. But there was clarification on some main principles
which the public should know. They are, among others, as follows:
Gandhiji says that his association with" the Rajaji formula Is
personal and1 is meant to commit nobody but himself. He is, therefore,
anxious that people should express their opinion fre-ely and fearlessly.
I gathered from our conversation that he welcomes such criticism for
he was open to conviction. If he discovered any flaw in the formula
he would have no hesitation in correcting the error. In his opinion
the formula is intended to be just to all. If therefore any community
jvas likely to be unjustly affected by the formula being given effect to,
the flaw should be brought to his notice. He was also anxious that people
should remember that if an agreement was reached between Qaid-i-
Azam Jinnah and himself it would be open to all parties to advocate
their points of view before the plebiscite is held and the plan would
come into effect only in case of transfer by Britain of full power and
responsibility in the governance of India. There was therefore ample
time for a calm and dispassionate discussion. He also said that the
Rajaji formula was a way of reducing to a concrete form the Con-
gress resolution on self-determination and nothing could operate with-
out the consent of all sections. This is not the gist of the whole con-
versation. That part of it only is given which is necessary to ease the
public mind of the fear that any criticism of the formula would weaken
Gandhiji's influence or position. He assured me that he had always
welcomed criticism and that he had flourished on it and that his influ-
ence could not be weakened by it. This is 'being published with
.Gandhiji's approval.
FLAWS TO BE CORRECTED
The following is an account of an interview Gandhiji gave to the
United Press of India3 at Sevagram, on August 7, 1944:
1. Question: You said in Panchgani: :> All my recent declarations
are quite consistent with all my previous declarations on the com-
munal problem." But in the past you had said: " Partition m$ans a